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A Grateful Church 
Responds--- 

eae Sa E reproduce here the first 

Ss eee letter that has come to 

, the Bible Society in response 

JOHN GRAY RHIND. Miniszen to the needs supplied in the 

ee flood area. The readers of the 

BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD are the 

supporters of our work who 

te eci ganenttieweoniees have made this emergency pro- 

PRereOne gram possible. We want them 

to share this letter with us. 


My dear Cameron: : 
There is yet much to be done. 


We received Wednesday a Pulpit Bible and yester— 


day a box containing thirty Bibles to replace those Hundreds of churches and 
destroyed in the flood. thousands of homes are in need 
We have been aided materially by so many people of Bibles. The demand has far 
and institutions in rehabilitating our church in the S ; sd 
wake of the flood, that I can never live years enough exceeded the Society’s anticipa- 
which t A c . 
sas EME, SHEP TLD CS CSE tions. Few catastrophes in the 
Many of us have had our confidence restored by twelve decades of the Amer- 
the flood: confidence in people, confidence in organi- ‘ , : 5 ‘ 
zations, confidence in God, On behalf of the First ican Bible Society’s service to 
Presbyterian Church of Covington, will you convey to : 
Wind gece be Bible Society our deep appreciation for the nation have created a 
their generosity and thoughtfulness? We hope that 
we may repay your kindness in continuing goodwill, greater need. 
Hann ourenabest wishes, While other agencies are car- 


ing for health and housing, the 
people of the Ohio Valley are 
looking to the American Bible 
Society to replace their most 
precious book. Have you sent 
your gift? 


Very cordially yours, 


JGH: ITIP 


AS I SEE IT The Editors request that this 


The new Associate Secretary gives our read- ee pet tare ae Depts 
ers some observations on his recent visit to , 
the various headquarters of the field work of 
the American Bible Society in the United States 


By RoME A. BETTS 


ECRETARY BROWN and I recently returned from a five weeks’ 
trip, during which we visited every District and Division Secretary 
of the American Bible Society in this country. Our journeyings took 

us into twelve cities,.and when we gazed again, from our Pullman win- 
dows, upon the palisades of the Hudson, glowing with the morning sun, 
we had covered over 8,000 miles. 

It is our belief that every one of those miles traveled and every day 
of those five weeks we were away from home, helped to give us a clearer 
Tae ae picture of the wide scope of the Society’s work and of the many oppor- 

Betts tunities lying before it, that could never be acquired from a desk in New 


(Turn to page 68) 
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Using the Bible and Liking It 


By Rev. Grorer N. Luccock, D.D. 


Dr. Luccock is pastor emeritus of the Westminster Church of the College of Woos- 
ter, Ohio. He is a regular reader of the “‘Bible Society Record’’ and an annuitant 


HE real concern of Bible 

enthusiasts over Bible 

neglecters should go 
deeper than the fact of neg- 
lect, into the reason for that 
neglect. The actual situation 
is that masses of good people 
who have Bibles do not read 
the Bible, because they have 
no real liking for it. No great 
urge is needed to get people to 
read what they like. And, of 
course, the reason they do not like it, is 
that they do not know it and do not know 
themselves. 

The truth is, that, for those who have 
begun to take an intelligent interest in 
themselves and who also have a corre- 
sponding understanding of the Bible, 
there is no literature that has such a 
good taste. Of course, one can cultivate 
a taste for the good and the true and the 
beautiful. One can learn to like even 
what, at first taste, is disagreeable. 
Henry Ward Beecher was wont to say 
that, if one could learn to like tobacco, he 
could learn to like anything. Anyhow, 
there you are. Most smokers have suf- 
fered before they learned to like tobacco. 
And how they do like it, once they have 
learned to like it! Some of the great- 
est enthusiasts for classical music be- 
came such by keeping at it till they 
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learned to like it. What once 
bored them to distraction now 
transports them with delight. 
That is rather a fearful funda- 
mental in our mental make-up. 
We are capable of acquiring a 
passionate liking for what 
once we had a passionate dis- 
taste. 
A Bible lover is like every lover 
Take a look at one who had 
an acquired taste for the Bible. He read 
it. He liked it so well, he found it hard 
to get his mind away from it. This is 
how he described his feelings about it: 
“O how love I thy law! It is my medi- 
tation all the day.” That is the mood of 
love. That is the language of love. Love 
and meditation are one and inseparable. 
Take any lover. This is how he thinks! 
“Oh, how I love my sweetheart! She is 
my meditation all the day.” “Oh, how I 
love my wife! She is my meditation all 
the day.” “Oh, how I love my work! It 
is my meditation all the day.” Love’s 
maxim is, Absence makes the heart grow 
fonder. If the feeling is phrased, Out of 
sight, out of mind, it is not love. 
Meditation means continuous thinking ; 
means absorbing contemplation. Much 
of the time, in an active life, that medi- 
tation may be in the cellar of the mind, 
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shoved down by compulsory attention to press- 
ing duties. Even so, there will be for the lover 
unexpected upthrusts into the field of conscious- 
ness, of her face and smile during the hours of 
strenuous tasks. That is, if one is really in 
love! That’s the wonder of meditation. At 
any task, in any hour, that phantom film of the 
mind will come dancing in. That is, if one is 
really in love. And that is the way the Bible 
works in the mind of one who has really be- 
come interested in himself and in what makes 
for the well-being of himself. 

Such a one reads the Bible, not as a dull 
routine, not in dreary duty, but as one eats a 
Christmas dinner. Some people take their Bi- 
bles as they take their spinach, or as a child 
takes his bitter medicine; rather difficult to 
take, quite undesirable, but also inevitable. So 
let’s get it over with. A chapter a day may 
keep temptation away. 
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gratification. Love seeks self-sanctification. 
Infatuation is destructive. Love is protective. 
Here are some of the fruits of infatuation: 
Waste, gluttony, intoxication, self-indulgence, 
discipline dodging, procrastination, and many 
such like things. None of that kind can really 
either love or enjoy life. True love of life is 
like a good man’s love of a woman. Its chief 
instinct is protective. And no one can satisfy 
the protective instinct in the love of life save 
as the way of life is sought and found manifest 
in God’s Word written, and in the Word made 
flesh. No human ever loved life so amazingly 
as Jesus loved life. And no one ever realized 
the sweetness of life as Jesus realized it, living 
it in the will of God, protecting it to the limit, 
and yielding it as he received commandment. 
What must one do, then, to learn really to 
like the Bible? Treat it as a treasure. Think 
about it continually. 


It’s like a required 
course to a reluctant 
student. Let us not 
forbid such reading. 
But, oh! that His peo- 
ple might see in His 


last month. 


Doctor Luccock celebrated his eightieth birthday 
His youthful spirit revealed in these 
paragraphs has never left him, principally because he 


has been a student and a lover of the Bible all his life, 
and a powerful preacher of its promises and a public 
practicer of its precepts for more than half a century. 


Meditate your way 
through it. Allow it 
stated periods of ex- 
clusive attention. 
Memorize much of it. 
Be patient with your 


Book the mind’s great- 
est elective, to be 
taken as an eager student turns to his most 
cherished course. The psalmist ransacked his 
vocabulary to find a word that would be a sym- 
bol of his delight in the Scripture. He found it. 
The word is “honey.” “Thy word is sweeter than 
honey!’ When a young man uses that word in 
addressing his sweetheart, he is not far from 
the kingdom of love. When a soul feels like 
calling the Bible sweeter than honey, he or she 
is already in the kingdom of God. 


The rewards of Bible loving 


Among the reasons for fervent liking of the 
Bible through its diligent use, two are major. 
First: Through the Bible one learns to under- 
stand God and therefore to like him. The Bible 
is the supreme record of human experience of 
God. Not to like God is not to know him. The 
real reason for contented ignorance of the 
Bible is contented ignorance of God. Second: 
Through the Bible one learns to love and enjoy 
life. Not otherwise. Most people think they 
love life when they are only infatuated with 
certain phases of life. Infatuation is grasping. 
Love is all for giving. Infatuation seeks self- 


soul in its lagscings 
tastes for the good and 
the true and the beautiful in all of the ways and 
the words of your God. And do not faint by 
the way. 


Bible truth collectors 


Consider one really practical and worthful 
suggestion. Become a collector. Of all people 
who enthusiastically like their adventures, col- 
lectors are in the high seats. Some are collec- 
tors of antique furniture. Some, with more 
money, have a passion for rare works of art. 
And some go seeking first editions of immortal 
books. Not many of us can become collectors 
in such fields. But here, in the Bible, is a great 
field for developing the collector’s enthusiasm. 

Set yourself to seek and find and assemble 
your own private collection of sentences of 
truth and wisdom and beauty in your own 
Bible. Mark verses if you like. But, to be- 
come a collector, you must do more than that. 
And you must go farther than gather together 
the classical sentences praised by all readers. 
These, of course, belong. But there is yet much 
fine gold of truth and wisdom and beauty to be 
mined from the Bible. Be a finder of the less 
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familiar and more rarely appreciated. Many 
Sweet surprises are in store for such a seeker. 
And such findings have a way of sticking in the 
memory and flashing their charm in unexpected 
moments of dull hours. And the most delight- 
ful experience of all, sure to come with such 
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searching, is had on that day when one finds 
himself aware that he likes the Bible—really 
likes it. Then, with a deep, sweet, quiet assur- 
ance, he can say with the psalmist, 


Oh, how I love the Bible! 
It is my meditation all the day. 


Farthest out for Christ 


Here is a tale of adventure of an intrepid traveler, who moves beyond where 
tourists go, on the rim of civilization and near the roof of the world. It is the 
story of skill, courage, and persistence dedicated to the spread of God’s Word 


By Rev. Carteton Lacy, D.D., Secretary, China Agency 


CHRISTIANS IN THE TIBETAN BORDERLAND 


HERE is a land of romance and need 

on the western edge of China. It is the 

borderland to Tibet—western Szechwan 

and Sikang. It lies 2,000 miles from the coast 

—a land of rugged mountains, lofty peaks, high 

plateaus, and rushing rivers. More important 

still, it is peopled with tribes and cities, with 

Chinese and Tibetans, Chiang and Bolotzas and 
Hsifans and others. 

Many of them cannot read; they till their 
tiny farms which cling precariously to the steep 
mountainsides, and tend their herds of mules 
and yaks. The more venturesome drive the 
pack trains to the Chinese cities, to sell their 
bundles of wool and skins and herbs, and bring 


TIBETAN TRIBESMEN YET TO BE WON 


back tea and general merchandise. Many times 
they bring back also a brightly colored book, on 
the pages of which is printed a wondrous story. 
Then the priest or lama or teacher takes the 
book and reads the title—“‘The Good News.” 
It is the Gospel. 

Among these tribes a pioneering Missourian 
is distributing Scriptures. He climbs the high 
passes and goes down the canons and seeks out 
the hidden villages, to tell the story of Christ 
and leave a Scripture portion. Last summer, 
he visited the Bolotzas, out beyond Sungpan. 
He found about a thousand families, perhaps 
5,000 people. They were quite illiterate—in 
fact, they have no written language. A few 
years ago such literature as they had was Tibe- 
tan, and the only literates were said to have 
been lamas. But now their own tribal priests 
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have learned to read. Thirty of these mission- 
ary Holder, from Missouri, hunted out, and to 
each of them he presented a set of four Gospels. 
Thus was the seed planted. 

His work among the Bolotzas was then inter- 
rupted by bandit raids. The government troops 


TIBETAN LAMAS (PRIESTS) ON THE BORDERLAND 


had been withdrawn to meet other threats, and 
the marauders swept down to the headwaters 
of the Big Black River, and Holder had to leave. 
For days and weeks he waited. ‘“I was very 
anxious to take Gospels back to the town of 
Negaba,” he wrote; “but at no time during the 
summer would the authorities give me permis- 
sion to go; and now I presume Ngaba is occu- 
pied, if not razed, by the ‘Reds.’ ” 

Those days of waiting were not idle days, 
however. On the city streets of Sungpan he 
was meeting men of many tribes—250 Tibetan 
Gospels, 55 smaller books and tracts, and 45 
Chinese Gospels found their way to receptive 
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hands. “I learned a great deal about the dis- 
trict and made some valuable contacts and what 
I believe will be lasting friendships,” Holder’s 
letter continued. “I left a supply of books there 
for another summer’s work. If the ‘Reds’ con- 
tinue to encroach and spoil the border, I think 
I shall winter in Chengtu and learn first aid at 
the medical college. I feel it imperative to learn 
how to take care of my body when on long trips. 
During my Sungpan trip I was incapacitated 
several days by sickness—all medical aid was 
two weeky’ travel away. Moreover, a continual 
call is made on me to give medicine or treat- 
ment to the people. If I were able, it would 
help greatly to open up the way for the gospel 
message. I love the Bolotzas.”’ 

Just as the medical college was about to open, 
and receive its first American student, another 
door opened suddenly to the southwest, and 
Holder packed his bedding roll and took to the 
road. The last letter yet received was written 
from Tatsienlu, the westernmost outpost of mis- 
sion stations in China, made famous by the labors 
of the late J. Huston Edgar, F.R.G.S., F.R.A.1. 
Of him a writer in the Quarterly Record of the 
National Bible Society of Scotland, said, “All 
the wild gorges of the Yangtse, Mekong, and 
the Salween were again and again explored by 
him. For months he would live in the saddle, 
and would penetrate into the most remote quar- 
ters, fearlessly facing hostile tribes, and ever 
distributing Gospel portions in Tibetan, Chi- 
nese or other tongues. For thirty-five years his 
sphere of labor was the wild borderland be- 
tween China and Tibet. Everyone knew him, 
and although he had hundreds of hairbreadth 
escapes from enemies, he became one of the 
most trusted and esteemed friends of those 
races to whom he delighted to be a messenger 
of Christ.” (Readers of the BIBLE SOCIETY 
RECORD will recall his story in vols. 46 and 69.) 


Now R. R. Holder is following along those 
trails, and blazing new ones. His mother is 
alone in California, and he alone in Sikang. 
No, not alone! for “never alone is the Chris- 
tian,” and Holder is always making new 
friends, because he appreciates people. Let me 
quote another dramatic passage from a recent 
letter : 


“T decided to return over the Tienchuan road, 
distributing literature. To the best of my 
knowledge after careful inquiry, there had been 
no distributing over this road for at least some 
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years. I took 1,500 Chinese tracts and seven 
or eight packages of Chinese and Tibetan Gos- 
pels. There were many people living on that 
route, and the Chinese literature I carried was 
very insufficient. I hope some day to cover 
again that route. This trip was made at the 
height of the rainy season, and was not without 
considerable danger to life and limb. Near the 
head of the canon, before crossing the 10,000- 
foot pass, we were forced to wait for three and 
one half days for the water to subside. Every 
bridge ahead had gone down in the flood, and 
many huge landslides made havoc of the trail. 
My carrier proved to be exceedingly courageous, 
and we finally pushed through. I don’t believe 
I ever saw a finer display of nerve than his. 
He amazed me; but there is no doubt in my 
mind that the Lord was with us through it all; 
otherwise it is doubtful if we could have gone 
through safely.” 


The letter is long and thrilling throughout. 
He tells of a ten days’ trip through the Yulong- 
shi Valley and the Buchu Cafion, and back by 
the Yochigan Pass. “Mr. Edgar and Mr. Cun- 
ningham had been over part of this route; 
while another part no missionary, to the best 
of my knowledge, had ever traveled. On the 
first stretch there were not many nomads, and 
we traveled down an almost uninhabited valley, 
until the altitude dropped to 12,000 feet. At 
this level barley and some vegetables can be 
grown; so for the next ten miles there was a 
farming community of some three hundred 


Tibetans. Along here we found also about one 
hundred and fifty Chinese gold miners, ... then 
a lamasery housing two hundred priests. Two 


days’ journey to the east was a larger settle- 
ment; but, not having sufficient books, we did 
not go there. ... To cover this trip properly, 
as I hope to do sometime, one should have sev- 
eral loads of literature and take thirty days or 
more.” 

On his next trip, lasting three and one half 
days, Holder carried 1,050 Gospels for the Chi- 
nese soldiers posted along the Yachow road. 
“There were so many soldiers along the way, 
that my supply was almost gone when I arrived 
in Lutingchow.” Between trips, on the streets 
of Tatsienlu where Mr. Edgar had worked for 
so many years, Holder found the same eager 
stream of traders and lamas, coming and going, 
to whom he distributed nearly three hundred 
Tibetan and Chinese Scripture portions. 
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A WALLED VILLAGE IN TIBET 


Out there, in the land of romance and need, 
on the western edge of China this colporteur 
missionary spent this last winter. Instead of 
study at the medical college in Chengtu, he vis- 
ited the mission clinic at Tatsienlu, learning by 
watching and helping. And, while he does his 
bit to minister to the physical needs of Chinese, 
Tibetans, and tribesmen, he will be telling them 
the gospel story; and when he finds one who 
can read—a soldier or lama or Chinese mer- 
chant—he will place in his hand a little book 
that has been sent by post the long, long way 
from the American Bible Society office on the 
coast, two thousand miles away. 


The American Bible Society is 
broadcasting the story of its work 
each Sunday at 1:30-2:00 p.m. 
over WOXR, New York. It is 
hoped to make this eventually a 
nation-wide program if funds are 
forthcoming. 


Page 64 


APRIL 1937 


A Convert Writes a Letter 


The following extract is taken from a letter to Secretary Aurell in 
Japan. It is part of the abundant fruitage of colportage in that 


important nation. 


The accompanying pictures, including cover, 


portray colportage life in the island empire 


You do not know how I enjoyed mingling 

with your people at the Bible House. 
What a tremendous difference there is in a 
group like that from the great masses all 
around you. I learned so much that is most 
helpful to me. 

“If it had been last year, before God saved 
me,—just a year ago,—I could not have walked 
up and down the Ginza Street, observing with- 
out envy the patronage the cafés and drinking 
places get from the people. Today, however, 
on the contrary, my heart goes out in deep pity 
for such people. They drink and carouse be- 
cause there is great distress in their hearts. 
Oh, it is wonderful that God could love and save 
me! My heart is overflowing with joy and 
thanksgiving. 

“Tt is now about a year since I was rescued 
by the Bible Society. It hardly seems true. 
Within only a year’s time this awful sinner has 
been transformed into a clean and righteous 
man. Even the confidence of fellow-villagers 
has been restored, and thus in material as well 
as spiritual ways I am abundantly blessed. 
How can I but be thankful? 

“Your letter contained the remarks: ‘The 
larger the tree grows, the more wind it must 
endure. If a beautiful flower grows and blos- 
soms in the grass along the roadside, the more 
conspicuous it is to the public eye.’ That is 
very true. We have read and thought over the 
words in the fifteenth chapter of John and 
thirteenth chapter of Matthew very much, and 
the truths in them one by one have sunk deep 
into our lives. As far as it depends upon us, 
we trust the Word of God as seed has deep soil 
to grow in. We are eager that the power of 
the Word shall not be hindered in its working 
in our lives, and that we may be fruitful. To 
put it another way, even if that part of the 


‘| AM so glad for the days spent in Tokyo. 


CANVASSING IN A SMALL JAPANESE CITY 


trees of faith that is seen of men should not be 
so large, we pray that the roots of them may 
go deeper and deeper, so that our lives of faith 
may well stand the tempests of this earthly life. 
We are banded together hand in hand, hoping 
that the little beginnings of Christian faith 
will, in the course of years, develop into con- 
stant and abundant fruit bearing. 

“Brother Orikasa (the colporteur) came to 
our village on the 17th, and that night held a 
meeting in the home of one of our group. Many 
came and gladly heard the gospel, and God was 
glorified. The glory of our God is spreading 
all around in neighboring villages as well as in 
our own village, and we are too happy for words 
to tell. We believe we are the happiest people 
in this part of the country. This wonderful 
blessing is ours today, because your Society 
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brought the glorious gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ to us. ' 

“On the 18th (Sunday) we had one meeting 
after another all day long. Brother Orikasa 
had no time for rest. People were saved, and 
he just overflowed with the blessing of God.” 


The names, ages, etc., of new converts were 
given, “and in all,” the writer said, “27 persons 
have been truly saved. And there are many 
more distressed souls who desire to obtain sav- 
ing faith in Jesus Christ. 


“We, the three families who first were saved, 
realize more and more the greatness of our re- 
sponsibility, and pray God to strengthen us. 


“We are all united in prayer to God that the 
Secretary of the Bible Society may come and 
hold meetings in our village the first Sunday 
following the 20th of November. We look for- 
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COLPORTEURS COVERING THE TOWNS BY BICYCLE 


ward to that with great expectancy, believing 
God will make his messages a great blessing to 
We ae” MINOWA. 


Mochizuki Village, Nagano Ken. 


_______———————————————————————— 
VADSSASAASASASASASASSSASRASSRESARARARER 
TE 


More Readers 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD has, but one 

thing is certain—it should have thou- 
sands more. Recent unsolicited correspondence 
from RECORD readers convinces the Editors that 
in its new form the RECORD can easily become 
a regular visitor to many hundreds of homes 
that now do not have it. Here in New York it 
is quite impossible to know what homes these 
are; but our subscribers and friends across the 
land may successfully commend the paper to 
their Bible-loving neighbors. 

Does your pastor receive the RECORD? — or 
the superintendent of your Sunday school? 
Have you a relative or an acquaintance who 
you know would appreciate the RECORD if he 
had it? Do you know of some saint who is 
housebound, who must spend long hours read- 
ing and whose soul is stirred by the knowledge 
of Kingdom progress? Do you know some 
young Christian just starting out a newly con- 
fessed follower of Christ? Should they not 
all be regular readers of the BIBLE SOCIETY 


RECORD? 


N: one knows how many readers the 


At the Bible House we believe there are hun- 
dreds of our subscribers who could readily send 
in new subscriptions. To all such we offer an 
opportunity to do a definite piece of missionary 
work. We will supply each subscriber who 
sends us one subscription to the RECORD with a 
little carton containing the New Testament and 
the Book of Proverbs in eleven separate bind- 
ings for distribution to those who do not know 
the Scriptures. To each subscriber who sends us 
two subscriptions we will send two small clear- 
type New Testaments for presentation to some 
needy or Christless person. To every sub- 
scriber who sends us five or more subscriptions 
we will supply a Bible with large print to be 
made as a gift of love to one who does not know 
God’s Word. We do not want subscribers to 
think of these Scripture grants as rewards, but 
as opportunities to serve in the cause of Christ. 
As an encouragement to others we plan to pub- 
lish from time to time in the RECORD the names 
of those who thus help us widen the circle of 
our readers and aid us in the distribution of the 
Book of Books. 
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A Missionary’s Thanks 


Che following article was solicited from Dr. Heath when he was on a recent 

furlough from his field in Honduras. He is a missionary of the Moravian 

Church, and has here with great skill revealed the language problems of the 

missionary, his dependence on the Bible Society, and the limitless blessings 
that may follow the publication of Scriptures in a native tongue. 


By Grorck ReInKE Hearn, D.D. 


DR. AND MRS. HEATH 


were not profoundly grateful to the Bible 

Societies. If our work is to take deep 
root, grow vigorously, and eventually propa- 
gate itself, we cannot content ourselves with 
giving our message by word of mouth only: 
we must leave it in permanent form in the 
homes of the people—in print and in their 
own tongue. For the last six years we have 
had the privilege of pioneering among heathen 
Miskito Indians, in the northeastern territory 
of the Republic of Honduras. We faced condi- 
tions very similar to those which confronted 


T- would be strange indeed, if missionaries 


our first missionaries among the Miskitos of 
Nicaragua seventy years earlier. They, how- 
ever, had to investigate the language, reduce it 
to writing, and prepare their own books; and 
those pioneer linguists, translators, and poets of 
the last century—Grunewald, Blair, Sieboerger, 
and Ziock—should certainly be honored as long 
as Miskito books are read. In our newer work 
in Honduras, if fruit has been gathered in more 
quickly and abundantly than in those earlier 
days, it is due, under God’s blessing, to the fact 
that we carried with us the New Testament 
and our liturgy and hymns in the tongue of the 
people. In our elementary school our chief aim 
is to teach our pupils to use these books. A 
New Testament in the hand of every one who 
can read it has been our aim; and this means 
that many a school child has become a mission- 
ary in the home. 

There was a time when many missionaries, 
moved only by a most unselfish desire to serve 
te the utmost, kept all the church work in their 
own hands and did everything possible for their 
converts. Now it seems to be generally ad- 
mitted that it is wiser service, and really just 
as unselfish, to train our converts to do as much 
as possible for themselves. Only in this way 
can the churches become indigenous living or- 
ganisms, adapted to their environment, conserv- 
ing, on the one hand, close fellowship with the 
whole of Christ’s church universal, but able, if 
need be, to live and thrive without external aid 
from other lands, in direct dependence on the 
great Head of the church in heaven. As long 
as our Miskito Indians had to turn to other lan- 
guages to acquire any extensive knowledge of 
the Scriptures, our congregations remained in 
a state of infancy, and were in danger of be- 
coming the prey of pretentious impostors. 
Thirty-five years ago, at most of our stations, 
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if the missionary had to be absent for a time, 
all church services ceased. Last year no fewer 
than fifty Indian brethren, many of them com- 
paratively young, attended the annual Indian 
preachers’ school; and of these, twenty-five 
were catechists—unordained assistants at out- 
stations, who conduct all Sunday and week day 
services, instruct candidates for baptism or con- 
firmation, and in many cases conduct a very 
elementary day school. This development of 
native assistance began at the time of the pub- 
lication of the first edition of the complete 
Miskito New Testament, in 1905. The time 
was one of widespread spiritual awakening in 
our older congregations; and without doubt 
the means used by the Holy Spirit to conserve 
and intensify the blessing was the printed Word 
in the language of the people. For the New 
Testaments we are using today we thank the 
American Bible Society most cordially: our 
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work should be a thousand times more difficult 
without them. Better cut off the missionaries’ 
right hands, than in any way cripple the Bible 
Society ! 

But we are also thankful “for what we are 
about to receive’?! Our Miskito people are one 
of the lesser Indian tribes of Latin America: 
much greater tasks than ours lie ahead of the 
forces of the gospel. It is only in comparatively 
recent years that missionary agencies in gen- 
eral have realized the importance of the abo- 
riginal tongues; and during the past twenty 
years the American Bible Society has made pos- 
sible some startling developments, which are 
the harbinger of more. The publication of 
Cameron Townsend’s Cakchiquel New Testa- 
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ment has been like a glorious tropical sunrise 
after a night of impenetrable darkness; and we 
are looking forward eagerly to the completion 
of similar work for the other tribes of Guate- 
mala, particularly the Quiché and the Mam. 
The Miskito language is of simple phonology 
and structure; and one thinks with sympa- 
thetic admiration of the pioneers who are wres- 
tling with the crooked and cross-grained Mam. 
But, even Guatemala, with its tribes of such an- 
cient historic importance, is but a fraction of 
the Indian problem. There are the millions of 
Indians in Mexico speaking their own tongues: 
there are the important Quechua, Aymara, 
Guarani, and other tongues of South America, 
some of which are becoming vehicles of literary 
expression even apart from the Bible. Over all 
of these the Bible Society is keeping a keenly 
watchful eye and a hand ready for action. 


SCHOOL FOR EVANGELISTS, WASLA, NICARAGUA 


In the Republic of Honduras the government 
is keenly eager to banish illiteracy: but so far 
it has met with little success among the Miskito 
Indians. One reason was that the Indian boy, 
after he left school, had no further use for his 
books. He ceased to read his Spanish school- 
books, and could not get other literature— 
neither would he have been interested in other 
books if he could have procured them. Now, in 
the mission schools he learns to read in his own 
language the BEST of all books; and, as he 
grows into Christian manhood, his daily spir- 
itual needs impel him to constantly read the 
book which brings him close to his Lord and 
Saviour. So far as we have observed, the Mis- 
kito child who learns to read the Bible never 
forgets the art of reading; whereas we know 
others who only had secular schooling and have 
forgotten all they ever knew. The Miskito 
hymn book with its three hundred hymns, set 
for the most part to simple but dignified tunes, 
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such as the historic chorals and psalm tunes, has 
become the tribal repertory of vocal music, and, 
incidentally, is a mighty help toward keeping 
the people interested in reading. Bible and 
hymn book help one another; but the Bible is 
the foundation, and the Bible Society makes its 
possession possible. Whilst serving the King 
of kings for heavenly and eternal aims, the So- 
ciety is one of the most useful allies of our 
Central American governments in the education 
of the neglected Indians. 

Then, too, we missionaries are grateful to the 
Society for its constant alertness in the matter 
of print, paper, and binding. Legibility is com- 
bined with portability ; bindings are adapted to 
the tastes and practical needs of the country 
where the books are to be circulated. Roman 
numerals (a hoary tradition, but a nuisance 
none the less) have been replaced by the Arabic 
figures, which every child can understand. 

Another benefit may be little known to the 
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public. When the writer and his wife found 
themselves in the port of Cristobal, at the entry 
to the Panama Canal, it seemed the natural 
thing to rely on the splendid brotherly hospital- 
ity of the Reverend R. R. Gregory, Agent of the 
American Bible Society. On entering the Bible 
House, we were unexpectedly greeted by two 
missionary sisters of our mission in Nicaragua, 
and a missionary couple from the Bolivian In- 
dian Mission going on furlough to New Zealand! 
Before long we were hearing of Mr. Gregory’s 
plans for furthering the evangelization of the 
Tule Indians of the San Blas Coast—no easy 
problem; and of the progress of the interesting 
and successful Methodist work among the 
Guaimi tribe. Truly, all nations and tongues 
and all branches of Christ’s church meet around 
the Bible; and we thank God for the American 
Bible Society, because it is such an outstanding 
expression of the fact that all Christ’s true fol- 
lowers are essentially a unity of brethren. 


As I See It- 


(Continued from page 58) 


York. It is our belief that, with the back- 
ground and first-hand knowledge that we now 
possess, we are in a position to render the So- 
ciety a far more effective service. 

Secretary North has recently brought to the 
home office staff a new awareness of the ‘sig- 
nificance of the international character of the 
Society’s work. When he returned from the 
Near East a few months ago and pointed out 
that in Mohammedan countries the Bible So- 
cieties were in a key position to promote the 
Christian faith, because the authorities could 
raise no valid objections to the selling of a 
book (but such a book!), we all felt a thrill of 
pride and joy in being identified with such a 
cause. When it is learned that five different 
nationalities recently cooperated in giving the 
New Testament to the Ponapasians of the 
southern Pacific, men of good will everywhere 
can take great satisfaction from the knowledge 
that common loyalty to this book of all books 
possesses power to cross national frontiers even 
in such days of tension as these. 

At every point along our way we were wel- 
comed graciously by people of many denomi- 
nations. We spoke from the pulpits of nine of 
them, and met pastors and members of at least 
that many more, on terms of perfect cordiality. 


PONAPASIANS—FIVE NATIONS CONTRIBUTE TO 
THEIR KNOWLEDGE OF THE SCRIPTURES 


Everywhere I found that the Society is held 
in high esteem—by pastors, by church federa- 
tion secretaries, by church officials, by theo- 
logical students, by young people, and by men 
and women engaged in all kinds of religious: 
activities. Certainly, if this world is ever to 
become the kingdom of God, Christendom must 
present, eventually, a strong and solid front 
to the forces which it must combat. To do this, 
it must find those points upon which all denom- 
inations can agree. The American Bible So- 
ciety is giving to the world, every year, millions 
of volumes for which all churches have a com- 
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mon feeling of love and reverence. Here, then, 
are millions of arguments published each year 
for the joining of hands in making known the 
good news of Jesus Christ. We believe that the 
American Bible Society, through the book it 
offers and the Master it makes known, can be 
the straw that holds the brick together, the 
cement without which the structure of a single- 
minded Christendom cannot exist. 


WILL ALL COMING AMERICANS SUCH AS THESE 
KNOW AND LOVE THE BIBLE? 


“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 
neither bond nor free, there is neither male 
nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.” 
We saw living testimony to the truth of this 
verse. In Charlotte, North Carolina, our col- 
ored Division Secretary told of a project which, 
in my judgment, contributes definitely to the 
improvement of race relations. The pastor of a 
colored church offered his building for an after- 
noon service. Dr. Tross, our Secretary, se- 
cured a noted colored singer and a chorus of 
Negro voices. Both white and Negro congre- 
gations were invited to attend this first ‘“Amer- 
ican Bible Society Sunday.” A white pastor 
offered the invocation, and another led in 
prayer; the music was delightful; a Negro 
pastor pronounced the benediction—and, as 
the central, unifying theme, Secretary Tross 
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told the story of the American Bible Society 
and its world-wide mission. A final word re- 
mains to be said—the church was filled, and 
with both white and colored worshippers. Lov- 
ers of the Bible and all true followers of Christ 
will rejoice that a Christian agency should be 
the means of thus binding two races in a com- 
mon loyalty. 


This achievement, we discovered, was not 
unique; for we found our Division and District 
Secretaries in Atlanta working shoulder to 
shoulder in a beautiful spirit of brotherly co- 
operation and mutual helpfulness. Together 
they meet and plan their work; together they 
are putting their plans into execution. Here 
is evidence of the power of the Christian mes- 
sage to make all men brothers, when two men, 
of different color, join strengths in the service 
to a cause, with utter disregard for their own 
superficial differences. “And other sheep I 
have, which are not of this fold: them also 
I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; 
and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.” 
God grant that one day soon we followers of 
Him may see that dream of one fold and one 


shepherd come true, and when white and col- 


ored may sit down together in worship of the 
common Father of us all. 

One further observation. As we proceeded 
from city to city, I was impressed by the eager 
response from young people to the story of 
what our Society is doing and what it stands 
for. Increasingly, I became aware that young 
folk are interested in movements which are 
striving to cut across all lines of national ten- 
sion, of denominational friction, of racial intol- 
erance. Any organization, therefore, like the 
American Bible Society, which is quietly work- 
ing in many ways to achieve unity by offering 
men and classes and nations and races a com- 
mon rallying point, is of concern and interest 
to them. They will fill up the ranks of the sup- 
porters of this Society when the gaps occur— 
providing we interpret our work to them. To 
achieve this end, the Society will need to give 
serious thought in the immediate future. 

The American Bible Society is called to a 
great mission. It has rendered mighty service 
to the cause of Christ in its one hundred and 
twenty-one years of life. May all who have a 
share in its opportunities keep clear the vision 
of what it may yet do as an agency committed 
to the extension of the kingdom of God. 
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Dedicated to the Wider Distribution 
of the Holy Scriptures 


Editors: THE SECRETARIES 
Address correspondence to Francis 
Carr Stifler, Editorial Secretary, 
Bible House, New York 


VOL. 82 APRIL 1937 No. 4 


N THE “Notes and Notices” 
of the Nanking Union 
Church and Community dated 
January 1, 1937, the editor in- 
cludes this significant item: 
— Our afternoon service is 
usually inspiring and now and then 
provides an unexpected thrill, which 
lingers in the mind and heart. Such 
a one was on last Sunday afternoon 
when Ool. J. L. Huang, private sec- 
retary to Generalissimo Chiang Kai- 
shek, spoke toward the close of the 
service for Generalissimo and Ma- 
dame Chiang, expressing apprecia- 
tion for all the prayers offered and 
all the sympathy shown on their 
behalf. He described how, during 
Generalissimo Chiang’s confinement 
at Sian, all books and writing ma- 
terials were taken away from him. 
He made one request, which was 
that he be given his Bible. This 
was secured through Ool. Huang’s 
mediation, and this Book of Books 
was his one companion during two 
solitary weeks. From this he gained 
courage and strength, so that, de- 
spite duress and pressure of every 
sort, he signed no paper and made 
no compromise, and thus came out 
a moral victor. Colonel Huang 
called attention to the remarkable 
statement which he made to his 
captors on leaving Sian. Dr. M.S. 
Bates, who is an authority on all 
such matters, says that he believes 
this address will take its place 
among the classic documents of his- 
tory. 
Secretary Lacy, in an accom- 
panying letter, states that 


when the news of the General- 
issimo’s release was spread by 
radio and the movies, there oc- 
curred a spontaneous celebra- 
tion which was the greatest 
China has ever seen. “It will 
take its place in history, I sup- 
pose,” says Dr. Lacy, “along- 
side the celebration, in New 
York City, of the prematurely 
reported armistice in 1918.” 


GENERALISSIMO CHIANG 
KAI-SHEK 


March Meeting of the Board 


HE eleventh stated meeting of 
the Board of Managers of the 
American Bible Society in its one 
hundred and twenty-first year was 
held at the Parkside Hotel, 18 
Gramerey Park, New York, on 
Thursday, March 4, 1987, at 5:30 
p.m. President John T. Manson 
was in the chair. 

Devotional exercises were con- 
ducted by Associate Secretary Betts. 

The minutes of the tenth stated 
meeting of the Board were ap- 
proved. 

Minutes of the various standing 
committees were presented and ap- 
proved, and their recommendations 
adopted. 


The Reverend William R. King, 
D.D., was elected a Life Member 
and, upon acceptance, is to be as- 
signed to the Committee on Auxili- 
aries and Home Agencies. 

The Board approved of an addi- 
tional $2,000 appropriation for 
grants of Scriptures to meet the 
needs created by the Ohio Valley 
flood emergency; and of a further 
grant of 10,000 Testaments and 204 
Bibles for distribution to the men 
in the C.C.C. camps through the 
U. S. Army chaplains’ service. 

A grant was made to the Amer- 
ican Sunday-school Union, for dis- 
tribution by their missionaries on 
the “sale and distribution plan” of 
3,500 Bibles and 4,000 New Testa- 
ments. 

Secretaries Brown and Betts re- 
ported on their five weeks’ tour of 
visiting the Division and District 


Secretaries, enumerating the ad- 
dresses made and describing the 
various conferences held en route 


with church officials, ministers, in- 
terdenominational leaders, book- 
store managers, and state Bible so- 
ciety officers. They expressed satis- 
faction in the opportunities afforded 
for studying the problems of each 


- District and Division Secretary, and 


for discussing methods of increas- 
ing Scripture distribution, deposi- 
tory processes, financial promotion, 
publication needs, and relations with 
denominational bookstores. Tribute 
was paid to the capacities of the 
men engaged in the task of Scrip- 
ture distribution and in advancing 
the Kingdom enterprises in the 
home field. The high esteem in 
which the Society is held through- 
out the United States was observed 
with particular appreciation. Secre- 
tary Brown stated that both he and 
Secretary Betts were entering upon 
their new responsibilities with an 
enthusiasm prompted by an intelli- 
gent and sympathetic understanding 
of the field. 


The Board received the 
with a rising vote of thanks. 


report 


The meeting was adjourned. 
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HE problem of where to place their 

money has been solved for many people 
by the American Bible Society. The Society’s 
annuity plan provides what most people 
want... . safety,a generous return, regularity 
of income. 


Let us tell you of this plan which has worked 
for nearly ninety years without a single loss 


c---;-erer 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, New York 


Please send me, without obligation, your booklet 62D entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 


Name 
Address Denomination 
City. State 


“I’m going to tell my friends about the 


Bible Society’s annuity plan.” 


to any annuity holder, and with every pay- 
ment sent promptly when due. And in 
addition to producing peace of mind, there is 
the personal satisfaction of helping in the 
important work of distributing the Bible 
throughout the world. 


Our booklet “A Gift That Lives’ describes 
the plan fully. Send for it now. 
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